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Public safety is a critical part of the education campaigns of the Second 
Amendment Foundation, and with good reason. Without a self-defense 
option, we are all at greater risk.
 The facts support our concerns about gun-free zones. The Crime Prevention Research Center 
(CPRC) recently finished updating a list of mass public shootings worldwide.

 FACT:  Over the course of 18 years, 1998 to 2015, the CPRC found 2,354 
attacks and at least 4,880 shooters outside the U.S. and 53 attacks and 57 
shooters within this country. The study found the U.S. makes up 1.49 percent 
of the murders worldwide, 2.20 percent of the attacks, and less than 1.15 
percent of the mass public shooters.

 FACT: Most gunmen are smart enough to know that they can kill more 
people if they attack places where victims can’t defend themselves; 98 
percent of mass public shootings since 1950 have occurred in places where 
citizens are banned from having guns. In Europe, every mass public shooting 
in history has occurred in a gun-free zone. And Europe is no stranger to mass 
public shootings. In the past eight years, it has experienced a per-capita 
casualty rate 50 percent higher than that of the U.S.

 FACT:  The U.S. is a relatively safe place from these shooting attacks precisely because so 
many attacks are thwarted by legally armed good Samaritans.

 FACT: The evidence shows that gun-free zones are not the answer. Truth is, they are an 
added danger because they prevent legally armed citizens from defending themselves and their 
neighbors. It’s time to get rid of gun-free zones. The U.S. has tried them for more than 20 years 
and evidence shows that gun-free zones actually increase the danger. Nobody wants to be a 
sitting duck in a maniac’s shooting gallery.


