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Dear Subscri ber,
Wth Congress heading into winter recess, it’s clear that sone key pro-gun

legislation will be pushed off the 2003 cal endar into January 2004--into el ection
year--which is likely to threaten any real progress.
The nost inmportant bill, S.659, which bans frivolous |awsuits against fire-

arns manufacturers and dealers, failed to get through the Senate after a |ong

st ruggl e.
Senate Majority Leader BILL FRIST (RTN) and Sen. LARRY ON THE
CRAIG (R ID), who introduced the bill in the Senate, skill-

fully guided the imunity bill past many threats of Denocrat FEDERAL

filibusters and procedural obstacles, but at the last mnute

couldnit get opponents to agree to linit debate. LEVEL
Senate Mnority Leader TOM DASCHLE (D-SD) co-sponsored
the bill, drawing angry responses from fellow Denocrats, but solidifying his South
Dakota re-election. You have to give himcredit.
The bill is not dead, but will face the customary ielection-year wafflel --

supporters and opponents both may shift their stand on this legislation as they
calculate how it mght hurt or help their chances at the ballot box.

Anot her issue to be pushed into 2004 is the re-enactnment of the 1994 CLI NTON
“assault weapon” ban, which expires next year. Politicians are likely to increase
efforts to tie the ban re-enactnment to S. 659, the lawsuit imunity bill, trying
to give constituents from both sides sone of what they want.

Sone gun bills squeaked in through 2003 s back door, for exanple, the Arned
Cargo Pilots bill, which would allow cargo pilots to join commercial airline
pilots in being allowed to carry firearnmns.

It passed the Senate (S. 1657), but was laid aside in the House (H R 3262),
only to have its substance included in a fiscal reauthorization nmeasure for the
FAA, which has been rolled into an omibus appropriations bill that has yet to pass.

Hereis an oddity: Rep. JAMES SENSENBRENNER (R-W) pushed the Justice Depart-
ment - backed H R 3348, reauthorization of the ban on plastic guns, through the
House on a voice vote (fewer than 30 Representatives happened to be on the House
floor at the tinme to say “Aye”).

Rep. SENSENBRENNER convi nced the House |eadership to allow the rules of the
House to be suspended so he could take the bill directly to the floor, skipping
the commttee process. The worry is that plastic guns can’t be detected.

The oddity is that a conpletely plastic gun doesnit exist. There's no
technology for it. It's like banning Darth Vader’'s |ightsaber. Nobody knows how
to build one. But unless sone bright young plastics nerd invents one, Congress
has made the world safe from yet another non-problem

Sonething else to watch for in the 2004 session of Congress: Denocrat Sen.
FRANK LAUTENBERG of New Jersey has introduced legislation that would require the
Justice Departnment to tell |aw enforcement officials when sonmeone on a terrorism
watch list buys a gun.

Sounds like a sinple idea, but the Justice Departnent canit do it. It vio-
| ates the privacy provisions and record-keeping restrictions of the Brady Act.

Are you ready for 20047
Also in this issue: @ The good side of guns @ Problens with Marylandis ibull et
fingerprinti database @ 9th Circuit overturns machine gun conviction(!) e Misic
group Sister Sledge whacks Anerica in Brit Parliament @ Daisy air rifles wonit
be recalled e@Equal justice exanm ned in our Page Eight iParting Shoti



GUNS STOP CRI ME

Thousands of gun owners all across Anmerica stop crine with their firearns
every year. They show the indisputable value of the Second Amendnent and the
good role of guns in our culture.

Here are a few vignettes of the good side of guns:

® Rockford, Illinois: Lia Mercuri, co-owner of Vinny’'s Pizza, foiled an
armed robbery by firing two warning shots over the heads
of two nmen who stornmed through the shop’s back door and THE GOOD

attacked Mercuri’s brother, one using a hamrer, the other SIDE OF GUNS
carrying a rifle. Police captured the fleeing suspects.

® Seattle, Washington: A robber took cash fromthe till of specialty store
La Bodeguita, then shot the 58-year-old store owner in the hand. The bull et
also hit a custoner in the face. The owner pulled out his own handgun and shot
the robber three tines. He fled but collapsed outside the store. Police took
the suspect to Harborview Medical Center. A 20-year-old man in a vehicle in an
all ey behind the store was arrested on investigation of robbery and assault.

® Jackson, M ssissippi: Robbery suspect Lewi s Chandl er was chased from the
scene of assaulting Hebron Morris and his sister Dean Al exander by three nearhby
church handynmen who heard their cries for help. Mintenance man Robert W] son,
arned with his handgun, and co-workers Dennis Chism and Joe Turner chased Chandl er
on foot. Wlson finally subdued the man, telling him “You stop or I'Il blow
your head off.” Morris caught and held the suspect at bay with his shotgun.
Chandl er was jailed on two counts of burglary and four robbery counts.

® St. Louis, Mssouri: A 73-year-old nan was watching TV when an intruder
pushed his wife into the living room hol ding shears at her neck. Allowed to get
his wallet, the honmeowner retrieved his pistol instead and shot the intruder to
death. Police officers praised the outcone.

® | ndianapolis, Indiana: David Hunphries was rinsing off his van at a car
wash when a 17-year-old white male with a bandana covering his face approached
and demanded noney. Hunphries hosed the man, thinking it was a joke. The nan
pulled a sem -automatic rifle and threatened to kill Hunphries, who reached in
his coat as if to get his wallet, but pulled out his own gun and shot the robber,
who fled with a bullet wound and was | ater apprehended. Hunphries was not charged.

® O ynpia, Washington: Josh Lenoue saw three nen taking parts from a sto-
len car and held them at gunpoint until police arrived and arrested them

® Coatesville, Pennsylvania: Omar Reid, in bed at hone, was awakened by
two intruders threatening to kill himif he did not give them noney. Reid
reached into his nightstand, got out his handgun and shot Raneek Neal, 22, who
was taken by police to a hospital. The second intruder fled and was not captured.

® Beaunont, Texas: Two black male suspects armed with handguns forced open
the door of a couple’'s honme and demanded noney. The husband saw his wife forced
to the floor, retrieved a 12-gauge shotgun from the bedroom and confronted the
intruders. They ran out the back door and were not apprehended.

® Tanpa, Florida: Engine rebuild nechanic Benjanin Tate was approached at
work by a man threatening to shoot himif he didn’t give him noney. This tine
he used his .357-caliber Magnum and shot his assailant, critically wounding him

@ Galt, California: Two robbers at Conpadres Market demanded noney from
clerk Jose CQutierrez, 34. One suspect shot the clerk in the back, but the clerk
then shot Tomas Villanueva and killed him GQGutierrez is recovering, but the
bullet is too close to his spine to renove.
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[LLINO S BILL INVITES TERRORI STS TO BUY GUNS

Senate Bill 67 would require the Illinois Secretary of State to issue
driversi licenses to persons |acking Social Security Numbers (SSN) -- including
undocunented aliens.

The Illinois State Rifle Association (ISRA) called the bill “an unprecedented
threat to honeland security.”

Once a person has acquired an Illinois driver’s license, they IN THE
may then apply for an Illinois Firearm Omers ldentification
(FAO D) card. Possessors of FOD cards are allowed to purchase STATES

firearms fromlicensed firearm deal ers. The danger is clear.

M NNESOTA CONCEALED CARRY LAW MEETS MORE RESI STANCE
Anti-gun activist Kim Stanley has pledged that the group she founded, Repeal
Conceal Coalition, will work to tie the issue to school violence as it works to
get the concealed carry |aw repeal ed during the 2004 session of the Legislature.
The new tactic will try to get school |eaders to endorse repeal.

W SCONSI N GOVERNORI S VETO OF CONCEALED CARRY BILL CRITICI ZED

The Citizens Conmittee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arns (CCRKBA) has
denounced Wsconsin Gov. Jim Doyle’'s veto of a reasonable concealed carry bill as
an act of political demagoguery.

CCRKBA Executive Director Joe Waldron said, “Cov. Doyle's veto is an insult
to every | aw abiding Wsconsin gun owner who believes in the right of self-
defense.” Waldron urged Wsconsin |lawmakers to return to the capitol and over-
ride the governoris veto.

FLORIDA BILL TO PROTECT GUN OMER PRI VACY CLEARS PANEL

Fl ori da House Speaker Johnnie Byrd supports a bill passed by the House
Judiciary Conmittee that, with sone exceptions, prohibits police from keeping a
conput er database of people who sell guns at pawn shops.

Two years ago, after conplaints by gun owners, the Florida Departnent of Law
Enf orcenent agreed to destroy records of gun transactions after 48 hours. But nany
| ocal departnents naintain the data.

Police in Pinellas and H Il sborough criticized the bill, which is set for a
vote by the full House next March.

OH O CONCEALED CARRY BILL MEETS NEW OBSTACLE

Chi 0 House Speaker Larry Househol der has agreed to negotiate with Gov. Bob
Taft over the governoris denmand that the concealed carry bills passed by the House
and Senate require the state to disclose the nanmes of people who are issued
permts. The bill is now in conference to resolve House-Senate differences.

House and Senate |eaders, fearing that public records would enable gun-
seeking crimnals to target gun owners, initially rejected Taft’s denmand, but
Househol der is trying to avert a threatened veto.

MARYLAND POLI CE OPPOSE EXPANDI NG GUN i FI NGERPRI NTi DATABASE AS FLAWED

After finding substantial problens with the state’s $2.1-mllion ballistic
fingerprinting database, Maryland State Police have recommended that it not be
expanded. A 40-page report by the director of the agency’'s crine |ab concl uded
that the database should continue in operation, but not be expanded because it is
not working properly.

MAIL NE GUN SHOW BI LL PASSES COWM TTEE
A bill to require those who sell guns at gun shows to perform a background
check has passed the House Judiciary Committee. Qun dealers are presently required
by federal |aw to perform background checks, but private sellers are not required
to do so. The bill has no effect on people who sell guns privately through news-
paper ads or by word of nouth. The bill goes to the full Legislature in January.
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GUN | NDUSTRY ATTORNEYS DIDNiT FORFEIT PRI VI LEGE
The long-standing principle that attorneys canit be forced to divulge privi-
| eged informati on was upheld in a recent firearns industry appeal to the 2nd G-

cuit Court of Appeals.
The decision in John Doe Co. v. United States over- ON THE

turned a |ower court judge, and ruled that the Southern LEGAL FRONT

District US. Attorney’'s Ofice is not entitled to receive

confidential notes and other privileged iattorney work producti sinply because the
attorneys volunteered a letter on the subject of the case to prosecutors.

The anonynous conpany was in court because it had nade its facilities
available to third parties to engage in purchases and sales of firearns, but
was not involved in the transactions thenselves, yet received a comm ssion for
use of the facilities.

Federal prosecutors convened a grand jury to investigate whether the conpany
required a federal firearns license and whether the third-party transactions
viol ated firearns |aws.

When the conpany |earned of the investigation, it sent a letter to the
prosecutor saying it acted in good faith belief that its activities were | egal
and that it had been assured by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearns and
Expl osives in face-to-face neetings that it did not need a |icense

The governnment then pronpted the grand jury to issue a subpoena of notes
taken by the conmpany at those neetings with the BATF. The conpany objected that
its notes were privileged. The prosecutor then asked the lower court to conpel
production of the notes. The |ower court judge agreed and so ordered.

The conpany appealed to the Second Grcuit, which ruled in its favor. The
governnent is expected to appeal the ruling.

9TH A RCUIT SURPRI SE: APPEALS COURT OVERTURNS NMACHI NE GUN CONVI CTI ON

A three-judge panel of the 9th US. Grcuit Court of Appeals of San Francisco
has reversed the conviction of a Mesa, Arizona nan, Robert Stewart, for possessing
five machine guns. The court ruled that the congressional ban does not apply to
homemade machi ne guns and their parts because they were never in the stream of
commer ce.

In ruling that the conviction was an abuse of the governnentis authority to
regul ate interstate commerce, the panel noted that Stewart had nmade the machine
guns, including all their parts, from scratch, obtaining nothing frominterstate
conmerce and not placing anything into interstate conmerce.

Coming fromthe ultra-liberal 9th Grcuit appeals court, this ruling is quite
a surprise. Striking down a governnment exercise of the Constitution’s commerce
cl ause as abusive goes against the 9th Grcuit’s endl ess support of federal power.

Al though hailed by gun rights advocates as striking a blow for freedom the
ruling has no practical value except for attorneys as a precedent in future cases,
according to Stewart’s attorney Thomas Haney of Phoenix. Few peopl e have the
skills to build a machine gun from scratch, as Stewart did, he said.

The value of the Stewart case as a federal precedent would not apply to |aws
passed by many states, including Arizona, that ban rapidly firing machi ne guns.
Such laws would withstand court scrutiny regardl ess whether the gun was honenade.

GROUP_FILES SUT AGAINST M CH GAN COUNTY GUN PERM T RULES

The M chigan Coalition for Responsible GQun Oamners has filed suit against the
Kent County @Qun Board, saying its requirenents for conceal ed-weapons permts go
beyond what state |aw intends.

Kent is the only county in Mchigan to require gun permt applicants to sub-
mt a nmental health statenent signed by a licensed health care professional.

O her counties allow applicants to self-report whether they ever have been
di agnosed with a nmental illness.

Dani el Banmbery, |awer for the gun owners coalition, said, “Wether the forns
are a good or bad idea, it’s not state law and shouldn’t be inposed.”
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APPEALS COURT REVI VES WRONGFUL DEATH SUI T AGAI NST GUN | NDUSTRY

The 9th U S. Grcuit Court of Appeals, acting nore typically than in the
Stewart case, has reversed an earlier decision and ruled that a wongful death
suit filed against the gun industry by famlies of victins

ON THE in a 1999 shooting can proceed.

LEGAL FRONT The 2-1 decision reinstated Ileto v dock, naned for
Joseph Ileto, a Filipino postal worker who was killed August
10, 1999, when Buford Furrow opened fire at the North Valley Jewi sh Conmunity
Center in Genada HIls, California.

The suit alleges that Qock Inc., China North Industries Corp., RSR Manage-
nment Corp. and RSR Wol esale Quns Seattle Inc. were responsible for Iletois death
and the wounding of five others by facilitating easy access to guns by purchasers
like Furrow. Furrow is serving life in prison wthout parole.

Qddly, the gun Furrow used was first put on the conmercial market by the
pol i ce departnment of Cosnopolis, Washington, which is not a defendant. Wy the
Cosnopolis police departnent is not on trial is an open question for the plaintiffs.

DC DI STRICT COURT RULES AGAI NST FUND FOR AN MALS

The rabid aninmal rights group Fund for Animals has no right to reconsidera-
tion of an earlier ruling that they had no standing to sue the U S. Fish & WId-
life Service over its authority to issue trophy inportation pernmits on legally
harvested Argali sheep coming fromthree Central Asian countries, ruled the U S
Dstrict Court for the District of Colunbia.

It was a victory not only for the federal agency, but also for the pro-hunting
groups that successfully filed as intervenors in the case, Safari dub International
and the Sportsmanis Al liance Foundati on.

NEW MEXI CO ATTORNEY GENERAL DEFENDS HANDGUN LAW

Voi ce for Children, a child-advocacy group, and Dr. Victor LaCerva, a Santa
Fe nedical doctor, have filed a lawsuit asking the New Mexico Suprene Court to
declare the stateis new concealed carry |aw unconstitutional.

Attorney Ceneral Patricia Madrid and the Departnent of Public Safety de-
fended the constitutionality of the law in witten argunments submitted to the
state Suprene Court.

The issue is the wording of a clause in the state constitution, “...but
not hing herein shall be held to permit the carrying of conceal ed weapons.” A G
Madrid noted that the provision does not express a constitutional right to
carry conceal ed weapons, but it does not prohibit the state fromallowing it.

ST. LOUS LAWSU T AGAINST GUN | NDUSTRY DI SM SSED
Judge Emmett O Brien has dismssed the city of St. Louisi lawsuit against gun
distributors and trade organi zati ons seeking reinbursenment for costs associated
with gun-related injuries, a nonth after he threw out sinilar charges agai nst gun
manuf act ur er s.
Judge O Brien wote in his OQpinion that “issues of both logic and fair-
ness” favored dism ssing the case, which was filed in April 1999.

GRUNOW S ATTORNEYS FILE APPEAL DI SM SSI NG HER ANTI - GUN CASE
Pam G unow, whose husband Barry G unow was killed by Nathaniel Brazill, has
filed an appeal in her case against gun distributor Valor Corp.
The jury originally found Valor partially responsible for G-unow s death, but
a judge reversed the verdict earlier this year.

CTY OF MNNEAPOLIS JO NS HANDGUN LAWSUI T
The city of Mnneapolis has joined a group of churches in a lawsuit chal -
 enging M nnesotais new handgun |aw. Attorneys for the city and 27 religious
congregations and organi zati ons argue that the gun |law violates the M nnesota
Constitution because of various technical reasons.
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AUSTRALI AN OLYMPI C SHOOTI NG GOLD MEDALI ST ASKS FOR GUN LI CENSE

M chael Dianond, Australia s double gold nedalist in shooting has applied to
get his gun license back after an “apprehended viol ence order” against him was
revoked, police have confirned.

Dianond is still facing charges of assaulting his
AROUND THE former girlfriend Tracey Kennedy and of failing to properly
WORLD secure a handgun in a case which is ongoing.

H's gun license was suspended after an interim appre-
hended vi ol ence order was granted to Kennedy, effectively preventing D anond from
conpeting. But a court revoked the order, allowing himto apply to get his license
back, despite the outstanding police charges against him

Wthout the license, Dianond is unable to train for the 2004 AQynpics in
At hens.

CANADAI S FI REARMS REG STRY COST TO HIT $1 BILLION EARLI ER THAN EXPECTED
Costs are piling up at the troubled federal firearns registry and could

top the $1 billion mark a year earlier than forecast.

The total cost of the registry was originally budgeted at $2 nillion, but
estimtes show the program cost will exceed $814 mllion by next Mirch, the end
of the 2003-04 fiscal year.

Federal officials now estimated the total cost of the registry will hit $1
billion sometinme in early 2005.

The opposition Canadian Alliance is highly critical of the program Alli-
ance Menber of Parliament Garry Breitkreuz said, “This is going to go over the
$1 billion mark a full year ahead of schedule and nobst of it is due to the as-
toni shingly poor managenent of the program”

AUSTRALI AN TOMN HOLDS A GUN AMNESTY AND NOBODY COMES

The town of Orange in the Australian state of New South Wales lies nearly 200
mles west of Sydney in a wheat and fruit growing area with sonme mning and tour-
ism It also has the Australian gun ban.

Seni or Constabl e Bob Croker of Orange Police is nonitoring a gun amesty that
started COctober 1. Nobody much is showing up to surrender their arsenals of what-
ever it is the police think the citizens m ght own.

Seni or Constabl e Croker said, “Wapons can be surrendered at the station with
no questions asked.”

The | ocal wheat and fruit farnmers and miners seemto think that they can keep
their weapons at honme with no questions asked.

Croker said it was unclear why the amesty had yielded a limted response,
but is encouragi ng anyone to conme forward who may w sh to surrender a gun or a
kni fe.

ZI MBABVE POLI CE TO CONDUCT FI REARMS AUDI T

Police in Zi nbabwe have enbarked upon a nonth-long countryw de firearns audit
in which all gun owners nust bring their guns and firearm certificates to their
nearest police station for verification.

The audit was pronpted by rising crinme statistics. A total of 323 arned rob-
beries were conmitted in Harare between January and Cctober this year conpared to
276 cases during the sanme period |ast year.

@uns smuggl ed from nei ghboring South Africa and Mzanbi que are proliferating
in Zi nmbabwe.

ANTI - GUN AMERI CANS CRITICIZE AMERICA I N UNI TED KI NGDOM PARLI AMENT

U S. disco queens Sister Sledge were invited to the U K House of Comons
recently on the sane day a parlianmentary report into gun crime was published. Qun
crime has risen steeply since the UK virtually banned gun ownership.

Joni and Debbie Sl edge of the nmusic group hammered the U S and its “gun
culture” in Parliament and told Brits, “don’'t follow us.”
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GUN NEWS TICKER .. GUN NEWS TICKER .. GUN NEWS TICKER ..GJUN NEWS Tl CKER .. GUN NEWS

GUN _NEWS TICKER - QUI CK TAKES ON THE NEWS

eMline, Illinois: The Mdline Police Departnent wants a bronze statue to
honor police officers killed in the line of duty. He's paying for it with noney
raised by a raffle--with an ARL5 rifle as the prize. Anti-gun nuts protested and
offered a hunting rifle instead, but the police nenorial comittee defended their
decision and will carry on with the raffle for the rifle--ARl5, thank you.

@® Ceuda Springs, Kansas: Residents of this tiny south-central Kansas com
munity of 210 have passed an ordi nance requiring nost households to have guns
and anmunition. Nonconplying residents would be fined $10 under the ordinance.
The disabl ed, paupers and conscientious objectors would be exenpt. Council man John
Brewer said, “This ordinance fulfills the duty to protect by allowi ng each indi-
vi dual househol der to provide for his or her protection.

@Washington, D.C.: A new report confirns that the nation's capital is also
the murder capital--it had the nost nurders per capita |last year of any large city
in the United States. The data conmes fromthe FBI and shows D.C. had a nurder rate
twice that of Los Angeles and six tines worse than New York CGty. Qun ownership is
virtually banned in D.C. but crooks with guns are everywhere.

@U. S. nationwide: In the 2000 election cycle, gun rights groups gave dis-
proportionately to Republican candidates (93 percent) conpared to Denocrats (7
percent). Anti-gun noney was even nore |opsided: Denocrats got 97 percent and
only 3 percent went to Republican candi dates.

@Bi snark, North Dakota: The State of North Dakota Ofice of Attorney Ceneral
has announced three additions to its concealed carry reciprocity agreenents: Ari-
zona, &kl ahonma and Tennessee. Reciprocity means that states nutually recognize
each others’ concealed carry pernmits as valid.

®Washington, D.C.: In a finding that could affect thousands of crimnal
cases, the National Acadeny of Sciences has concluded that sone techniques the FBI
has used for decades to match bullets to crines are flawed or inprecise. The re-
port makes about a hal f-dozen recomendations to inprove the FBI lab’s science
used to match bullets through their |ead content.

®Rogers, Arkansas: Daisy, the air rifle manufacturer whose products are
synonymous with youngsters learning to shoot, has won a favorable settlenent in a
Consuner Product Safety Commission (CPSC) lawsuit, avoiding a financially devas-
tating recall of two popular air rifle nmodels. Current CPSC Commi ssioner Mary
Sheila Gll berated the previous comm ssioner, dinton-appointee Ann Brown, for
bringing the case against Daisy. Gll called Brown’ s actions an “outrageous m s-
carriage of justice” and “abuse of the process of public policy.” The Cdintonistas
anti-gun jihad even extended to kids’ BB guns.

®Ri chnond, Virginia: R chnond s ordinance requiring people to obtain a per-
mt fromthe police department before buying a gun has been determ ned unconstitu-
tional by the city attorney. The ruling cane in response to a news story in which
a R chnond times-Di spatch reporter purchased a handgun from Galyan’s, a sporting
goods store at Stony Point Fashion Park, wi thout the required permt in order to
publish a sting story against the gun dealer. However, the news article instead
pronpted the city attorney to rule the ordi nance unconstitutional.

@Scottsdale, Arizona: Smith & Wesson Hol ding Corp., parent conpany of hand-
gun maker Smith & Wsson Corp., was naned “2003 Hunting and Shooting Sports Fire-
arns Manufacturer of the Year” by the National Association of Sporting Goods
Wiol esalers. It was the first tine Smith & Wesson was chosen for one of the
i ndustry’s awards.

@ \Washi ngton, D.C: John Snyder, public affairs director of the Gtizens
Conmittee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arns, has announced that Sen. Charles E.
Schuner of New York gets the Civil Liberties Infringenent Prize for his |eadership
in blocking an up-or-down judicial confirmation vote on the nom nation of Al abana
Attorney Ceneral Bill Pryor. “A genuine reactionary,” Snyder said of Sen. Schuner.
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Parting Shot

EQUAL JUSTICE FOR ALL?

It’s not that prosecutors give police a break you wouldn't get. It’s that
they tell you the light penalties dished out are “typical.”

Wl |, judge for yourself:

Detroit Police Chief Jerry Qiver packed a |oaded .25-caliber handgun in his
checked | uggage Cctober 18 at Detroit Metropolitan Airport. He got caught.

It’s not unknown for police chiefs to be exenpted from obeying the |aws they
enforce on everybody else. Sonme were worried that Wayne County, M chigan Prosecu-
tor Mchael Duggan m ght not charge Chief Qdiver

Duggan has a very anti-gun reputation. Wuld he circle the wagons and def end
Detroit’s anti-gun top cop?

Joe Wl dron, executive director of the Ctizens Conmittee for the Right to
Keep and Bear Arns, publicly challenged Duggan to do what was right and charge the
chief, just like he would you or ne.

Wl |, after thinking it over for a couple of weeks, Duggan filed a m sde-
neanor charge of possessing an unlicensed handgun against diver, who had just
resigned as police chief.

The mi sdeneanor charge is punishable by up to 90 days in jail.

If it had been you or nme, you think that might have been a felony charge?
Wl |, maybe, maybe not.

If it had been you or me, you think we might have gotten all 90 days in jail?
Wl |, maybe, maybe not.

Then diver’'s attorney Anthony Chanmbers worked out a plea agreenment with
prosecutors:

® Jiver enters a no contest plea.

® Prosecutors promise to disniss the charge in 90 days if Qiver stays out
of trouble.

® Aiver pays a $250 fine.

That’s it. No jail time. No permanent record.

34th District Judge Brian Qakley asked at the hearing whether diver wanted
to comment. Qiver responded, “No.”

Maybe that was because he couldn't trust hinself to keep from laughing at the
soft deal he just got.

Doug Baker, the Wayne County chief for special prosecutions, said Qiver's
sentence was “typical” for such charges.

You believe that, don't you?

I Yes, | want to stay informed! Send methe next twelveissuesof The Gottlieb-Tartaro Report at half price! |
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